JEHOVAH-SHALOM

(THE LORD IS PEACE)
Puppet Skit
Jack:   Hi, Cera.  How are things going?
Cera:   Oh, hi, Jack.  I’ve had the greatest week of my life!  Jesus was with me every morning when I woke up, He helped me through each day at school and He was even there as I slept at night. 

Jack:   That’s exciting, Cera.  Hey, do you think you could help me with this week’s lesson?

Cera:   Sure, what would you like me to do?

Jack:   Could you review the things we talked about last week?

Cera:   Okay.  Let’s see, we talked about God’s names revealing Who He is.  We learned that God is our Father...that He is El-Roi, The One that sees us... Jehovah-Shamah, The Lord that is there for us...Jehovah-Tsebaoth, The Lord that fights  for us... Jehovah-Jireh, The Lord that provides for us... and Jehovah-Nissi, The Lord that is our covering...our banner.

Jack:   That’s right, Cera, good job!

Cera:   Thanks.  What name are we studying this week?

Jack:   Jehovah-Shalom.

Cera:   Jehovah-Shalom, hmm, what does it mean?

Jack:   “The Lord is Peace.”
Cera:   The Lord is Peace, huh.  Cool!  What does the Bible say about it?

Jack:   Judges chapter 6 tells us the story of a man named Gideon that encountered Jehovah-Shalom, the Lord that is Peace, in the middle of great oppression from Midian, one of  Israel’s enemies.

Cera:   That sounds interesting, Jack, would you tell me the story?

Jack:   The Midianites had been bullying the Israelites and stealing their animals and food crops for seven years!

Cera:   Seven years?  That’s terrible! 

Jack:   Yeah.  The Bible says that the Midianites were so cruel that many of the Israelites abandoned their homes and hid in caves in the mountains to escape their terrorism. {Cera: oooh}  And that’s not all, every time Israel’s crops came up, the Midianites would swarm down, attack them and steal it.  It got so bad that the Israelites hardly had anything to eat.  They were starving!  Finally, after seven years of that abuse, Israel cried out to God for help.

Cera:   What took them so long?  I don’t think it would take me seven years to ask for God’s help out of a situation like that!

Jack:   Me either!....  So...one day Gideon was hiding in a place called a winepress...

Cera:   Oh, I’ve heard of a winepress.  Isn’t it a kind of big, deep hole dug into a rock that the Israelites walked around in to crush the juice out of grapes?

Jack:   Yeah, that’s right.  Anyway, Gideon was hiding down in the winepress beating grain off the stalks of wheat so the Midianites wouldn’t steal it, when suddenly, the angel of the Lord appeared to him and said, “Mighty Hero!  The Lord is with you and is sending you to rescue Israel from the Midianites.”  Gideon was surprised and said, “But Sir,...

Cera:   “Sir?”  Didn’t Gideon realize he was talking to an angel?

Jack:   I guess not, Cera.  The angel must have just looked like any other man for Gideon to call him “Sir.”  Anyway, Gideon asked him, “How can I rescue Israel?  I am nothing and my family is nothing!”  Then the Lord told Gideon, “I will be with you.  And you will destroy the Midianites...”  Gideon still wasn’t sure the message was from God so he said, “If you are truly going to help me, show me a sign to prove that it is really the Lord speaking to me.  Don’t go away I’m going to get an offering for you.”  So the Lord told Gideon that He would stay there until he returned with his offering.  Gideon hurried home and cooked a goat and baked some bread as fast as he could.  Then he brought the meat, broth and bread and offered them to the angel.  The angel told him to put the meat and bread on a rock and to pour the broth over it.  Gideon did.  Then the angel touched the meat and bread with a stick he had in his hand, and fire flamed up from the rock and consumed the whole offering.  Then, you know what happened?

Cera:   No, Jack.  What?
Jack:   The angel of the Lord just disappeared!

Cera:   Disappeared!  Ooh, awesome!  What happened next?

Jack:   Well, Gideon realized that he had been talking to the angel of the Lord and he was terrified, but the Lord said to him, ”It’s all right, don’t be afraid. You will not die.”  Then Gideon built an altar to the Lord and named it  “Jehovah-Shalom, The Lord Is Peace.”
Cera:   That’s a great story, Jack.   You know, I believe He is peace because, since I asked Jesus to be the Lord of my life I have felt His peace in my heart.

Jack:   Me too, Cera!  But remember, you have to develop your relationship with God, it won’t grow on its own.  You have to read your Bible and talk to God every  day.   As you do, you’ll discover that He is everything we’ve discussed and more.

Cera:   Okay, Jack, I will.  Thanks!  I’ll see you next week.

Jack:   Bye, Cera.

Cera:   Bye, Jack.
